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When I was really young, I never thought I’d be a victim of
child sex trafficking. It’s not something I dreamed of becoming,
like a doctor, lawyer, or teacher. This is my story of survival on the
streets. This is my story of being rescued . I'm sharing this piece of my
life with you because it's part of my healing process. And even though
I'm free today, I want you to know what happe ned to me so that we
eone else.
all come together to keep this from happening to som

Audrey
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L ate one night, not long ago. . .
it had to have beEn the coldest night evEr and mac made me wear practialLy nothing. I’d
been working the “track” for hours, but I’d only had a few “dates”. I hadn’t made
enough money to give him ... Mac was going to be really mad at me.

I didn’t know it at the time, but this was the night that things changed . . . for the betTer.

2

are you
dating?

Yeah, do you
have $60?

$#!t
it’s the cops!
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we know that
you’re not 21 years old
and that you aren’t
christina lopez.

your real name is
audrey reynoso.
you don’t know
me! you can’t help
me! and you don’t
care about me!

I want to introduce
you to cassie. She’s an
advocate and she’s
here to help you.

we’rE going to take
you someplace safe,
away from your pimp.
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the next day. . .
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hi, audrey, do you
remember me ?

my name’s
cassie and I’m here
to talk.

I know you
had a rough
night...
...how are you?
...Really?

not another person messin’ with me. . .

whatever..

can we talk
for a while?

TelL me about
yourself, Audrey.

welL, I have a
brother and
sister.
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cassie kept visiting me, evEn when I was releasEd from the halL and sEnt to A group home. Slowly, I starTed to feEl
safe around her. then I got this letTer from Mac. . .

I’m done with you.

I can’t do this
anymore...
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what’s Wrong??

knock
knock

I’m readY to tell you
evEryTHing.
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When I was in middle school...
. ..we werE always hungry. TherE was
nEver enough fOod in the house and I
did what I had to do...
wait here.

don’t worry.
I’ll get you
something.
I’m hungry, audrey!
I want food. I
didn’t eat anything
all day!

me, too!

wherE do you
think you’re
going, young
lady?!
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a cop picked us up and brought us home, but he didn’t know how mean my
step-dad was, especially when he drank - and he always drank.
Thank you,
officer.

you stupid, good
for nothin’ !*#@%!
bringing the cops to
my doOr...

...again?!!

I’m gonna give you
the whoopin’
you deserve!

wait! wait!
I can explain!

they were hungry!!

my moM was tOo drugGed
out to protect me.
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B y the time I was in higH SchoOl. . .

...my life at home was just tOo crazy. I couldn’t handle it anymore.

SO, one night I left.

Audrey - wherE
are you going?
Shhhh...
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I can’t stay here
anymore. He gets
angry and takes it
out on me.

loOk after
your brother
until I can come
back for both
of you.

I love you.

I got out of there as fast as I could. I felt
bad leaving my brother and sister, but I
couldn’t be my dad’s punching bag any more.
anything was better than home...

...evEn if it meant sleeping under a bridge or going hungry for a few days.

it wasn’t long before mac found me. . .

hey beautiful.
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Now, what’s a
pretty young girl
doin’ out here all
alone at night?

don’t you
have a place
to go?

why don’t
you stay with
me and daisy
for a while.

I shouldn’t have gotten in the car, but he was nice and she seemed friendly. Boy, was I wrong. . .
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over the next few weEks, MAC gave mE evErything I evEr wanted: love, afFection, and atTention. I opened up to him and
told him about my past. He made mE forget the pain. He was like the dad I nevEr had and the boyFriend I always wanted.

until one day. . .

we need more
Money. if you really
love me, you’ll do
this for us.

baby girl, I love
you. I’d do anything
for you.
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A nd just like that, I was in the life.

mac had daisy teach me and all his girls the rules of the game.

she told me we were family and
that loyalty was everything. . .

she told us to bring in $300 a night...

14

...and if I got picked up by the
cops, I had to give them a fake
name and tell them I was 21
years old.

...but in reality, I belonged to Mac.

mac took us everywhEre and made us work.

oakland, ca

it all began here.

atlantic city, nj

I lied about my age and got
locked up with adults.

new york, ny

seattle, wa

las vegas, nv

it was frEezing and mac
made me wear a mini skirt.

I got in trouble for not
making enough money.

los angeles, ca

miami, fl

washington, dc

I got mac’s name
tatooed on my back.

mac let me caLl my sister
for the first time.

I was sick and mac wouldn’t
let me go to the hospital.

it was a busy night.
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and then therE was the violence. . .

when I lived at home, my step-dad would beat me when I got in trouble and when he’d been drinking.
With mac it was different...

...he would beat me for no reason.
oh, no!

*gasp!*
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you dumb
*$#@%!

I didn’t do
anything!

{whimper}

I didn’t want this life, but he would never let me go. I just Did what he told me to do. I felt trapPed.
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S o, herE I am today. . .
I thought he
loved mE, but
alL he diD was
hurt me.

I can’t do
this anymore.

I’ve heard that
before.
it’s goinG to be
okay. I’m goinG to
dO evErything I can
to help you.

don’t make promises
you can’t keep.
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Audrey, there
are a lot of
people who are
here to help you.
Not just me...
therE are many.

Okay...I get it...
I’m not alone
anymore.

what he did to me and the other girls was wrong. i want to tell my story in court.

to b e c o n t i n u e d. . .
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dISCUsSION QUESTIONS
1. What are some misconceptions people have about victims of child sex trafficking? Point out
some of the scenes in the graphic novel that show the reality versus the myth.
2. Describe some of the factors that Audrey and other youth like her encounter while growing
up, which put them at greater risk for being a victim of sex trafficking.
3. How does MAC lure Audrey into a false sense of a relationship, and what are other ways
human traffickers recruit youth?
4. How does MAC groom Audrey to work for him on the streets, and what are other ways human
traffickers force youth to sell themselves?
5. What are some methods that MAC uses to control Audrey, and what are other ways human
traffickers control youth to keep them from escaping their abuse?
6. Is there is light at the end of the tunnel for Audrey? What do you think that looks like?
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Notes:
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about Human trafficking
• Child sex trafficking is modern-day slavery and child abuse.
• Human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry (United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime, 2012).
• Child sex trafficking happens in the U.S. to American children.
• Victims of domestic child sex trafficking can be anybody.
• 1.6 million children run away from home each year (National Incidence Studies of Missing, Abducted,
Runaway, and Throwaway (NISMART)).
• Advocates estimate 1 in 3 teens will be approached by a human trafficker within three days of
running away and/or becoming homeless (Girls Education & Mentoring Services (GEMS) 2013).

For more information about human trafficking, go to: www.heat-watch.org/human_trafficking
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The Alameda County DA’s Office H.E.A.T. Watch Program is a 5-point strategy created
to protect victims, hold traffickers accountable, and empower communities with tools to
combat human trafficking through: 1) law enforcement training; 2) aggressively prosecuting
offenders; 3) coordinating services for victims; 4) educating policymakers so they can create
strong anti-trafficking laws; and 5) community awareness and engagement.

VOTED “Top 25 Abolitionists in America”
To learn more about H.E.A.T. Watch, go to www.heat-watch.org,
“Like” us on Facebook (HEAT Watch), and

“Follow” us on Twitter (@HEATwatch).
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You can also access our H.E.A.T. Watch Toolkit to help you start an anti-trafficking program in
your community. Go to toolkit.heat-watch.org for more information.
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Alameda County District Attorney’s Office
Nancy E. O’Malley, District Attorney
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Report human trafficking
•
•

Call the National Human Trafficking Resource Center Hotline at 1-888-3737-888 or
text BeFree.
Report a missing child to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children at

1-800-843-5678.

Local resources
• Alameda County DA Victim-Witness: www.alcoda.org/victim_witness; (510) 272-6180.
• Alameda County Family Justice Center: one stop shop for victims of crime; www.acfjc.org;
(510) 267-8800.
• Asian Health Services: teen health clinic; www.asianhealthservices.org; (510) 986-6830.
• Banteay Srei: support services for Southeast Asian youth; www.girlsempoweringthemselves.com;
info@banteaysrei.org.
• Bay Area Women Against Rape (BAWAR): 24 hour first responder/advocacy; www.bawar.org;
(510) 845-7273.
• Children’s Hospital Teen Clinic: (510) 428-3387.
• Love Never Fails: mentoring and missing child search; www.loveneverfailsus.com.
• Motivating, Inspiring, Supporting and Serving Sexually Exploited Youth (MISSSEY): case
management, mentorship, drop-in center, training; www.misssey.org; (510) 290-6450.
• Native American Health Center: community and school-health clinics; (510) 535-4410.
• Oakland Police Department Child Exploitation Unit: (510) 238-7911.
• West Coast Children’s Clinic (WCC) C-Change Program: individual, family and group
psychotherapy, case management, parent support, psychological assessment, training;
www.westcoastcc.org; call (510) 269-9030.
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Take Action
You can make a difference and help prevent child sex trafficking by sharing this story with
your community. Scan the QR code for an online copy of “Audrey”. Become an abolitionist,
and join the H.E.A.T. Watch Youth Action Network.
Read About It
There are many books and articles on human trafficking. Google what’s out there and become a local expert.
Share these books with friends and family, and talk about what you’ve read. You can also access the H.E.A.T.
Watch Toolkit at toolkit.heat-watch.org and read our blog at www.heat-watch.org/blog/.
Talk About It
Find us on Twitter (@HEATwatch) and Facebook (HEAT Watch), and use #StopHEAT to start the conversation
on social media sites. Blog about it and use your creativity on YouTube, Instagram, Vine, and other online
networks to spread the word. Talk about it with everyone you know to raise awareness and action.
Fundraise and Donate
Support H.E.A.T. Watch and other agencies that help survivors of human trafficking. Organize a bake sale, 5k
run, or other fundraising event. Then donate your proceeds to H.E.A.T. Watch by going to
www.heat-watch.org/donate. Proceeds will support the Young Women’s Saturday Program for victims of, and
those at risk for, sex trafficking.
Volunteer and Attend Trainings
Be an active member in the community. Support local anti-trafficking organizations by attending trainings,
community events, and volunteering your time. To join the Bay Area H.E.A.T. Coalition mailing list and learn about
upcoming events, subscribe at www.heat-watch.org/blog/ and look for the sign up link.
Create a Club on Campus
Start a H.E.A.T. Watch Club at your school and bring classmates, teachers, parents, and the community together
for trainings, fundraisers, and film screenings. Email our team for advice and support at info@heat-watch.org.
Tell Us About It
We want to know all about your efforts and success’. Email us at info@heat-watch.org. Can’t wait!
See Something, Say Something
If you believe you are witnessing suspected human trafficking, call 911. For all non-emergency reports, call the
National Human Trafficking and Resource Center Hotline at 1-888-3737-888 or text BeFree.

Buying a teen for sex is child abuse.

Turning a blind eye is neglect.
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a story of child sex trafficking in america

